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SEEN. ANY?: Members of the public are needed to help look for Regent Honeyeaters near Chiltern.

Public asked to watch for our rare birds

By ZOE RUDDER

LOCAL volunteers are needed
to help monitor the number of rare
birds that are still alive after being
released in Chiliern area last year.
The call comes as part of a
nationwide survey of two endan-
gered native hirds, the Regent
Honeyeater and the Swift Parrot.
~ Department of Sustainability
and Environment biodiversity
officer, Sarah Kelly, said the aim
of the survey is to obtain a snap-
shot of the number and location
of these threatened native birds
across south east Australia.

gested that the number of Re-
gent Honeyeaters has declined
dramatically during the past five
years,” she said.

“Across Australia there could
be as few as 1000 birds in the

wild, with about 100 of these re-

maining in Victoria.” :
In the North East a major focus
of the survey will be the contin-
ued monitoring of captive-bred
Regent Honeyeaters, which were
released into Chiltern-Mt Pilot
National Park in May last year. -
The birds, which were fitted
with radio transmitters, were suc-

- cessfully monitored by a team of

specially trained volunteers before

they m:lgratecl from the forest.
“The release of the birds was
positive with 70 per cent of the

birds being observed 12 weeks

after the release,” Ms Kelly said.

“While a lot has happened dur-
ing the pastyear, with ongoing dry
conditions, heat waves and bush-
fires, we are hopeful that some of
the captive bred birds will return
to their winter haunts.”

M:s Kelly said volunteers were
needed to conduct a thorough
survey of areas of the park.

People who would like to par-

 ticipate in the survey can contact

Ms Kelly at DSE Wangaratta on
5723 8659. .

“Recent surveys have sug-




