Friends of Skeleton Hill Inc
PO Box 35
Chiltern 3683
April 2010

Manager Sustainable Development
Indigo Shire Council

PO Box 75

Yackandandah 3749

Objection to Planning Application PP 090202

This objection to the above Planning Application is being made on behalf of the Friends of Skeleton
Hill Inc (FOSH) whichis a community organisation withcarrentmembership of 220 individuals

We wauld like to make it quite cledhat we are not omgsed to quarrying within Indigo Shire per
se. However, we are definitely opposed to the proposal to quarry Skeleton Hill, believing it to be
the worst possible location near the township of Chiltern that Holcim (Australia) could have chosen.

Grounds fotthe objectiorto the proposed quargre based on the following issues:
1. Landscape and visual impact
2. Flora and fauna impact
3. Cultural leritageand socialmpact

These issueareaddressed separately below.

1. Landscape and Visual Impacof the proposed quarry on Skeleton Hill:

The FOSH believe that the proposed quarry will have its most negative impacts on the landscape
and amenity values associated with Skeleton Hill and its surroWdtse this is obvious to many
residentsandvisiios t o Chiltern, these values are al so
own planning documentation. Belovewave reviewed how the Indigo SkairBlanning Scheme

and Holcim's planning applicati@ddress the issues of landscape and visysddtof a quarry on
Skeleton Hill

1.1 Indigo Shire Planning Scheme

We have extractederbatimand highlightedn boldthe relevant clauses within the Indigo Planning
Scheme that relate to the landscape and visual impact of the proposed quarry.

1.1.1 Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS):

21.01 Municipal Profile
21.015 Environment
The quality of the landscape setting of the Indigo Shire is also a great natural and
community resource. In particular the protection of the visual quality and sigrafice of
the prominent hills, slopes and extensive open landscapes is a key goal of the Shire

21.02 Key Issues related to land use planning
Settlement and Infrastructure
The strong demand for rural living particularly in attractive areas in easymuting
distance to Albury/Wodonga.



Economy
Tourism development in the Shire is strongly based on heritage, the wine industry and the
quality of the rural landscapes

Environment
The importance of preserving the visual attractiveness of the areassuding the
townships and along the main approach routes.

Photo 1i SkeletonHill from Chilterni Yackandandah Road

21.03 Vision
21.031 Vision and strategic framework
It recognises that the Shire's cultural heritage is of national significance, which together
with outstanding rural landscapeand the strength of the local communities, provides the
base for the maintenance and enhancement of the lifestyle opportuhitiesShire's
residents.

Essentially the Indigo Shire vision centres around the main characteristics of the significant
tourist product within the Shire oriented around the built heritage of all towns and the
natural features of the rural environment
The long term strategic view for the Shire recognises the following factors:

-The Shire's population and visitors alike will increasingly valuegtnaity of the

Shire's cultural facilities, built environment andtural features

-Thatsignificant landscape featureand heritage buildings and places will continue

to play a key role in theverall presentationcharacterandappearanceof the

Indigo Shire.



21.032 Corporate Plan

Thevision statement for Indigot o e n h ldestyeethrooigu community and
economic development whitsinserving ourheritage anchatural environment 0
The Indigo MSS has drawn upon the following principletmsd within the
Corporate Plan:(partialextracs)

Preservation of heritage and historical feature$ the Shire

Conservation of the natural environment

Maintenance of the rural identity and atmosphere of rural towns

21.042 Economy
A significant element of Council's economic devekamrstrategy is to provide high
quality residential and rurdiving environments and the expansion of tourism. Both
these strategies are based on the quality and presentation of the Shisésnd
township heritage and trguality of the Shire's landscapes

Strategies:
Support the retention of the Shire's higage assets and significant landscapes as
important economic and cultural assets.

21.042-2 Tourism
Overview:
The quality of the landscape setting is a greatigiuesource. The value of the
landscape within a number of areas of tir&is high,evidenced by the
classification applied to large areas by the National Trust (Victofi&g protection
of the visual quality and significance of the prominent hills, slopes and extensive
open landscapes is a key goal of the Shire.

There is opportunityat build a future tourism product around theality of the
environmental experience and the scenic qualities of the region

Issues:
The need to enhance and protect the Shire's natural assets asranaewable
resources essential to the lorigrm sustainability of tourism as an industry.

21.043-2 Heritage
Issues:
Thesensitive design and sitingf new buildings within historic towns amdthin
rural landscapes is critical to the presentation of the Indigo Shire

1.1.2 Local Planning Polies:

22.01 Settlement and Infrastructure
Rural Living
Objectives:
To ensure the character and visual quality of rural landscapes is not prejudiced by
inappropriate development.

22.02 Economy
22.023 Timber production
Objectives:
To ensure thatimber productiordoes not impact adversely on areas designated as
high quality agricultural land, National Trust classified landscapes and other



significant landscapes, the environs of townsarticularly the recognised heritage
towns, ortourist roads

Policy:

It is policy that: Timber plantationsre discouraged from areas designated as high
quality agricultural land, National Trust classified landscapes and other
significant landscape areas, the environs of towns, particularly theogrased
heritage towns, or within close proximity to tourist roads

22.024 Tourism Development
Objectives:
To ensure that tourism development is located, designed and sited in a manner which
protects and enhances the special environmental and laagsccharacteristics of
the area

52.09 Extractive Industry and Extractive Industry Interest Areas
Purpose
To ensure that use and development of land for extractive indigss/not adversely
affectthe environment ocamenity of the area during oafter extraction

To ensurethat excavated areas can appropriately rehabilitated

52.093 Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an applicatiothe responsible authority must consider, as

appropriate:(partial extracts)
-the effectof the proposed extractive industig any native flora and fauna
on and near the land
-the effectof the extractive industry operation on thatural and cultural
landscape of the surrounding land and the locality generally
-the ability to rehabilitaé the affected land to a form for use which is
compatible with the natural systems or visual appearance of the
surrounding area

Photo 2i Existing Chiltern Quarry within the National Park




